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USATF-SC Annual Meeting Minutes 
September 18, 2022 at 3:00 pm  

via Zoom  
 

The meeting was opened at 2:55 pm and attendance was taken by USATF-SC President Brian Jordan and 
USATF-SC Secretary Angela Hitch.  Quorum was determined with 38 members present, including 
representatives from twelve (12) clubs and seven (7) athletes. The following clubs were represented: A 

Touch of Speed, Aiken Atomics, Caminata Elite, Carolina Gold TC, Carolina Rockets, Classics TC, Fast Forward TC, 
Florence TC, Greenville TC, Mt Pleasant TC, Myrtle Beach TC, Myrtle Beach Sports & Tourism, Running is Good. 
 

1. Attendance. Members present: Andrew Allden, Teekisha Armstrong, Al Barron, Cynthia Bellenger, John 

Blackburn, Michael Burchett, Treva Campbell, Maurice Campbell, Stephen Clark, Tami Dennis, Don DeWitt, Megan 
Frost, Ronald Geohaghan Sr (Treasurer), Douglas Grezeszak, Lila Grooms, Debra Hawkins, Matthew Hawkins, Susan 
Heiser, Jesi Heiser-Whatley, Tori Heiser-Whatley, Angela Hitch (Secretary), George Illingworth, James Jacobs, Jeff 
Jacobs, Valerie Jacobs, Jennifer James, Donna Johnson, Brian Jordan (President), Darlin Jordan, Bill Keesling, Steve 
Mullaney (1st VP), Ulysses Sherman, Stephen Smith, Debra Springer, Valerie Sykes, Eboni Thomkins-Webber, 
Norman Venyah(2nd VP), Ian Whatley. 
 

2. State of the Association Report.  President Jordan welcomed the members and thanked all for 
attending.  He mentioned being able to host several meets despite covid, such as hosting state and 
region cross country meets at Newberry and was appreciative of all the officials available for those 
meets. SC also hosted state and region track meets at Winthrop, while giving special thanks to Steve 
Mullaney for his efforts organizing those events.  It was good to see increased attendance from Fl at the 
region track meet.  Thanks to Tami Dennis for coordinating All-American awards.  There were 28 SC 
athletes as All-American at the national meet.  Thanks to George Illingworth for scheduling official’s 
clinics.  Jordan thanked Jeff Jacobs for including a link for anyone interested in officiating, Oct 15 at Doug 
Shaw.   The association obtained a 5K grant from the national office to buy equipment and was able to 
disperse equipment to clubs to have implements they needed.   

3. Approval of Minutes from the 2021 Annual Meeting. President Jordan introduced consideration of 
the 2021 Annual Meeting minutes. 2021 Secretary Heiser stated the minutes have been posted on the 
website for 11 months and also emailed.  Ian Whatley made a motion to approve the minutes as 
presented and George Illingworth seconded. Motion unanimously approved.  
 

4. Treasurer/Financial Report. Treasurer Ron Geohaghan presented the Financial report.  The bank 
balance in July 2021 was $132,962 and as of August 31, 2022 was $123,912.  Expenses for JO meets 
included a gas stipend that was a great idea due to rising gas prices.  Officials were able to be housed 
comfortably.  Ron thanked Brian and Steve for assisting in any trouble shooting at the region meet.  
Also, a grant was received, which allowed implements to be provided to SC  club members.  Ron was 
happy to report that everyone was paid on time with no issues at the state and region meets.  The 
stipends for officials was increased as agreed upon last year.  The vendors did help provide meals as 
well.  Stipends were paid for officials for the open/masters meet that was co-hosted with Greenville 
Track Club, as well as racewalk and MUT championships.  Ron mentioned that coaches education 
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scholarships are still being refunded.  The biggest expenditures have been housing and travel, and the 
coaches education awards were doubled due to cautious spending from the year before. The association 
is in excellent financial position.  At this time the assets are $126,589, projected income is $74,900, 
projected expenses $101,700, and projected assets $99,789. Ron stated he filed taxes late due to 
documents needed from the national office, and he appreciated all that helped with finding that 
information. The team worked really hard and well together and all protocols were followed.  The 
balance sheet and financial report is available to all online, as well as 2023 budget and expenses.   

John Blackburn motioned to accept report, thanked Ron, and the motion was seconded by George 
Illingworth.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 

5. Committee Reports. (All committee reports are posted on the USATF-SC website at usatfsc.org) 

 A. Athletes Advisory. Chair Ian Whatley presented the Athlete Advisory report, stating this year is 
outside the Olympic year, which is typically when the committee is busiest.  The SC Association 
continues to be very supportive of it’s athletes.   

 B. Coaches Education. Chair Andrew Allden presented the Coaching Education report stating  that 
coaches education is still somewhat impacted by covid because the bulk of Level 1 and Level 2 are still 
remote.  There are two in person schools available between now and December, but an in-person 
school in South Carolina is not available at this time, however December of 2023 may be possible.  The 
scholarship program was available this year and awarded for 12 Level 1 schools and 5 Level 2 schools.  
The budget request for this year includes a dedicated $1000 to be used for USATF campus individual 
courses.  USC is interested in hosting an officials clinic, hopefully in December.  Also, an annual sprint 
hurdle clinic is being hosted in November with hopes of the association helping to sponsor.   Allden also 
offered appreciation to Ian Whatley for helping with the coaches education grants.   Once the budget is 
approved scholarship opportunities for Level 1 and Level 2 schools will be posted on the website. 

  

 C. Membership Services.  Susan Heiser presented the Membership report, indicating that 
membership is responsible for approving the clubs and memberships once submitted to the national 
office.  This year was a slight decrease due to youth memberships with 1666 last year and 1581 this 
year.  The adult memberships grew from 520 to 544.  AAU being local was likely the primary cause of 
membership decrease.  There was an increase in clubs from 48 last year to 50 this year with 12 of the 50 
clubs being brand new.  Other membership categories included youth athletes at 88, 42 open, and 132 
masters.  The number of coaches went from 68 to 78, which is due to coaching development 
scholarships, and officials went from 83 to 107. 

Sanctions: Steve Mullaney presented the report with 48 sanctions last year.  Covid has affected some 
sanctioning.  The sanction fee covers insurance and hopefully the economy will improve so sanctions 
can improve.   

 D. Officials Certification. Chair Norman Venyah presented the officials certification report stating 
there is a slight increase in officials this year with 108 officials.  This is broken down to 59 apprentice, 28 
association, 11 national, and 10 masters.  Awards for outstanding SC officials were given to Steve 
Mullaney and Ulysses Sherman.  Steve cleaned and upgraded the officials website and Norman inquired 
about officials emails being archived.  Steve commented that pdf files can be archived.  Norman also 
asked about interpretation of language and asked for specifics on the language usage, such as event 
versus discipline, to be sure language is consistence and used correctly.  John Blackburn stated that 
event is a full day championship or invitational, a discipline is for example, the long jump or pole vault, 
etc.  Norman is requesting a written explanation.  Norman also asked John to explain Emeritus and it 
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was explained as people that don’t officiate anymore.  They are no longer certified officials and John 
recommended guidance from the national officiating committee.  Norman wants to clarify for awards 
purposes.  John also stated this could be considered a retired official.  Steve Mullaney asked about 
officials writing letters of recommendation and being on the officials committee and could this topic be 
revisited.  Susan Heiser also commented on the hardship in racewalk regarding master level officials and 
letters of recommendations needed.  John Blackburn commented a possibility could be that the cert 
review committee could recuse themselves from voting if they would rather write a recommendation.  
John also commented to Steve that members of the upgrade committee can be contacted for advice.  
Norman also encouraged looking outside the SC association for official references as well.   

 E. Officials.  George Illingworth presented the officials committee report stating that three separate 
official’s clinics were conducted last year.  Two for new officials and one general knowledge clinic.  
Currently, for 2022-2023 the plan is to work with Jeff Jacobs in Myrtle Beach on October 15 for a clinic, 
work with Andrew Allden at USC for a clinic in December, and working with the high school athletic 
directors for more high school officials becoming certified.   

 F. Long Distance Running (LDR).  Susan Heiser presented the LDR report stating this year the LDR 
state championship was concurrent with the Lexington Half Marathon.  Prize money was offered to 
USATF SC members.  The money was budgeted at $750, while giving out $650 due to depth of the fields.    
For this fiscal year, Joyce is planning two LDR prize money races, the Run Hard Half on November 12 in 
Lexington and Green Valley 10 miler in Feb 2023 in Travelers Rest.  There is a $1200 budget request for 
that. 

 G. Open/Masters Track & Field.  Chair Michael Burchett presented the O/M report stating that the 
O/M meet was held in June with Greenville Track Club (GTC) with Jim Roberts as the meet director.  
Michael complimented what a good job they did organizing and had great volunteers.   There was higher 
attendance from last year, with 32 and 20 the previous year.  The primary expenses were $1500 for 
officials, while timing, drinks, and food was provided by GTC. The GTC also donated $500 to USATF to 
defer the costs of officials.  The O/M cross country championship was held in conjunction with the  JO 
cross country meet, with 5 entrants in open category and $75 of revenue. There were no expenses 
incurred for this meet.  Michael offered the need for more aggressive promotion, especially on social 
media for this event.  In road and trail races, masters are very competitive, and masters will enter 
prestigious events and under the radar events due to opportunity of a win or receive hardware.  Steve 
added that increase visibility is needed, and can add prize money here, but the challenge is getting 
people registered.  Last year the time was changed, and this year the LDR is the same date as this O/M 
meet.  The goal is to increase participation.  Eboni Thompkins-Webber offered the suggestion of 
combining cross country and LDR or highlighting a trail. Steve considered finding a 5k or 10k trail run 
that exists already.  Jennifer James mentioned Paris Mountain as an option.  Susan asked about the O/M 
cross country distance and Steve reported is does not have to be a 5K.  Jennifer James also commented 
on a school nature preserve as an option at Tanglewood.  Steve asked if there was a charge and Jennfier 
said no charge.  Steve will put this on his agenda. 

 H. Mountain, Ultra & Trail (MUT). Chair Jennifer James presented the MUT report, stating that last 
year the 16K championship was held at Paris Mountain with John Layman.  Jennifer worked with Susan 
Heiser for an event with racewalk at Eastside that was a 6hour, 12hour, and 24hour track event.  There 
were two 6 hour and three 24 hour finishers.   Jennifer plans to work with Ed Boehmke at Eastside again 
for this event in the spring.  The committee goal is to have two trail events and the 6/12/24 hour track 
event. 
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  I. Racewalk. Chair Susan Heiser presented the racewalk report, stating that racewalk combined with 
the MUT race offering a 5000m event in April.  The year prior in December there was a 3000m race in 
conjunction with CIU.  Racewalk worked with the youth committee for the JO racewalks and the region 4 
racewalk events. Racewalk also worked with the O/M committee to host a racewalk O/M championship. 
In all, five events were offered.  Also, awards were offered for junior, open/master, male and female, 
therefore, meeting categories required for accreditation for those events.  Racewalk is hoping for the 
same next year. There are several collegiate racewalkers that are in Columbia so several events are 
being hosted there.  Prior to covid, there were partnerships with NC and GA and the plan is to partner 
again next year.  The racewalk committee plans to offer a one hour racewalk event in 2023. 

 J. Youth Committee. Chair Steve Mullaney presented the Youth Committee report, stating that there 
are two new committee members; Eboni Thompkins-Webber and Kimberly Clary.  Youth committee 
meetings will start again soon.  The next youth event is the 2022 JO cross country meet on November 
12.  The date and time had to be changed to move one week later due to the calendar so members can 
maximize their USATF memberships to be good through the following year as well allow registrations to 
be completed on time because it takes time to set up shirt vendors and timing information.  All 
information is available on the website, as well as information for officials and volunteers. Steve 
reported the JO meet in June was very hot and everyone did such a fantastic job.  The region meet was 
much cooler.  Steve reported that state meet attendance was light due to AAU being local and USATF JO 
Nationals in California.  The region meet saw 994 athletes, with SC at 40% , GA at 57%, and some from 
FL.  The male and female breakdown was very close.  The population breakdown between GA and SC 
has SC well represented.  Steve reported that Mount Pleasant Track Club had 54 athletes attend 
nationals, with 24 of them earning ALL-American.  Steve congratulated them and also reported they 
were the only club to score points in all 8 fields events.  MPTC won the field events overall, finished 8th 
overall,  won javelin for the 3rd  consecutive year, and high jump for the 2nd consecutive year.  Steve 
referenced the grant applied that was awarded and was very glad about that so everyone had quality 
youth implements this year.  Obtaining food trucks is an RFP process so it cut down costs and added a 
variety of foods.  The youth committee is trying to be innovative and improve the overall experience at 
the youth meets, and stay financially viable.  Jeff Jacobs commented on the youth development clinic 
this fall.   
 
  K. Youth Site Selection. Chair Steve Mullaney presented the committee report, indicating that the 
Youth Site Selection committee issued an RFP for the 2023 youth championships.  The plan is to select 
the track & field venue by end of this year and the cross country venue selected by January or February 
2023.   
 
6. Awards. Susan Heiser presented the Meritorious Service Award to Archie Ard and Patricia Frye for 
Lifetime Service to the South Carolina Association and Track & Field within the state of South Carolina. 
Archie Ard & Patricia Frye have served the association for over 15 years, primarily as officials and in 
committees.  Archie has served as the head umpire as well as starter.  He has also trained and mentored 
new umpires.  He worked quickly throughout the rankings to become a national level official in 2013. He 
retired this past year.  Pat has been the go-to for implements and weights and measures during her 16 
years of service.  Pat has been an exemplar member, also giving her time to train officials.  Pat became a 
national level official in 2013, sat on the official’s certification committee and became the Officials 
Committee chair in 2018.  Pat retired in 2021.  Thank you for your years of service to SC.  Their awards 
are being shipped to them.   
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7.  National Convention. President Jordan stated The National Convention is in Orlando on December 1-
4.  There are some automatic delegates, and some will be chosen by submitting a request to the SC 
association secretary.   
8. Unfinished Business: Steve Mullaney discussed upgrading the website.  Steve shared a screen of the 
website upgrades.  Eboni Thompkins-Webber asked if social media would be utilized more, and Steve 
reported a link would be on the website to social media outlets.  Susan Heiser asked if each sports 
committee would have a page and Steve showed that part of the website.  John Blackburn offered the 
addition of a track and field committee to the page.   
 
9. New Business. None.  
 
Closing Comments/Questions.  Ulysses Sherman asked if we are on track for accreditation and 
President Jordan responded yes, we are ahead.  Eboni Thompkins-Webber asked about USC indoor 
meets and Andrew Allden responded yes.  Don DeWitt asked Andrew about registration and the 
platform is going to be athletic.net.  President Jordan had a chat question that was asked about 
convention delegate requests and those requests need to be submitted to the secretary via email by 
September 30.  Steve Mullaney asked about convention registration, and it is undecided at this time.  
President Jordan thanked everyone for a very successful year.   
 
Meeting adjourned with motion by Val Jacobs, seconded by John Blackburn.  Approved unanimously.  
Adjourned at 4:44pm.   
 

 

Minutes prepared by the USATF-SC Secretary. 
 

Signature: _________Angela Hitch_____________________________ 9-27-22__________________ 

    Angela Hitch              Date  

 

Approved in form by the USATF-SC President. 
 

Signature: ______________________________________    ___________________________ 
    Brian Jordan     Date 

 

Minutes adopted with/without revisions at the 2022 Annual Meeting  ______________________.  
           Date 


